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Most Sembiran villagers are farmers. They mostly cultivate cocoa, clove, and coffee.
They also breed cows, goats, pigs and chickens. There are no tourism facilities in this village
which enable the inhabitants to earn a living in tourism sector. Many families rely on financial
support from their family members who work outside the village or outside the island of Bali
(Riemenschreider & Schaublin, 2006, p. 7). It shows that the Sembiran villagers also try to
increase their prosperity by finding jobs outside the village or the island.

However, Sembiran today has become increasingly a progressive community due to the
increasing contact with outsiders. Its habitants are ready to adopt and integrate innovations.
Modernity influences many aspects in their lives, including their life styles and also their

language. In terms of life styles, some teenagers and adults of Sembiran are able to use gadget I Microsoft Office User
and access the internet, and some of them also have social media accounts. It automatically .-~ Formatted: Font:Italic
influences their language since they tend to use Dararan Balinese when talking to people out of i Microsoft Office User
their group. Although the young people of Sembiran village are able to speak Dataran Balinese, Formatted: Font:Italic
the demand of using Dafaran Balincse i their daily T only cmerges if thero are visits fom - I Microsaft Offce User
non-Sembiran people (Riemenschreider & Schaublin, 2006, pp. 7-9). Formatted: Font:Italic

Traditional life such as local traditions, rituals and ceremonies are still run by Sembiran
villagers although technological advances have been spreading to the village. Arts and customs
are still preserved in this village until now. Sacred dances are still performed in certain
ceremonies both in family and community context, such as Rejang Sembiran, Baris Dadap,
Baris Presi and Baris Jojor, The dances are performed only on special days by selected groups
of people. Another unique characteristic of Sembiran is their old houses, which still can be
found in the village. There are also many historical heritages in this village that are believed to
be more than 2, 000 years old. 17 out of 20 temples have a number of Megalithic relics, as can
be seen in the following pictures.
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Baris Presi and Baris Jojor, The dances are performed only on special days by selected groups
of people. Another unique characteristic of Sembiran is their old houses, which still can be
found in the village. There are also many historical heritages in this village that are believed to
be more than 2, 000 years old. 17 out of 20 temples have a number of Megalithic relics, as can
be seen in the following pictures.

i
R

Figure 2 & 3. Historical heritages in Sembiran
(Source: https://palm-living.com/7-old-balinese-villages-that-show-how-bali-in-the-past/)

Recent changes in the community life in Sembiran reflects the socio-cultural dynamics
of contemporary Sembiran. This is of particular interest in the paper, which is further discussed
in the ensuring sections in this paper in the context of the dynamics of ethnolinguistic vitality of
Sembiran Balinese. Ethnolinguistic vitality is defined as the ability “which makes a group likely
to behave as a distinctive and collective entity within the intergroup setting” (Giles et al. 1977, i

Microsoft Office User
Deleted:'

\ p. 308). It involves continuing intergenerational transmission of group’s language (i.c. linguistic
vitality; cf. Pauwels 2016, p. 37) and cultural practices, sustainable demography and active
social institutions, social cohesion, and ional attach to its collective identity.
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The data on the language behavior of Sembiran speakers also reveals the dynamics of

diglosic language use and social-transformation in modern Bali. The Sembiran village is now no

longer isolated, resulting with increasing contacts with outsiders. Increased contacts with

outsiders are also due to high mobility of Sembiran (young) people; ¢.g. as diaspora in Denpasar

for economic reasons. The positive attitude and other variables just mentioned give rise to stable
multilingualism in the village, with the Sembiran people being competent multilinguals and

Sembiran Balinese being a viable language for in-group communication only. Sembiran

Balinese is typically not used in formal settings (e.g., in communication dealing with
government officials, or in classrooms with teachers) where Indonesia is used, and other R
outgroup communications including in temples, in which case Dataran Balinese is often used.
This pattern of language use is not surprising given the fact that Sembiran Balinese is not really

mutually intelligible with Dataran Balinese, spoken by non-Sembiran Balinese people involved
in such religious inter-/out-group communication.

Our finding shows that 85% of adults and young generations in Sembiran village are PR

respondents leamt Dataran Balinese from their parents which shows that Dataran Balinese is

commonly used in family domain. 40% of our respondents said that they learnt Indonesian at

school which shows that Indonesian is also used on daily basis especially in formal
communication context. While Sembiran people are undergoing socio-cultural-economic
transformation in modern Bali and are increasingly multilinguals, given our findings so far, we
expect that the multilingualism would not be followed by a shift towards the dominant
language, either Balinese or Indonesian. If the current patterns of ethnolinguistic vitality as
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reported above persist, and if the Sembiran young people in diaspora still regularly come back-
forth to their village, not accompanied by significantly great influx of outsiders’ settling into
Sembiran, then the relatively homogenous demographic make-up of the community in the

Sembiran Balinese.

The positive variables (i.e. stable multilingualism and demographic make-up) are, in our
analysis, augmented by the ambivalent identity of the Balinese Sembiran people (100% of the
respondents): they assume as a distinct Aga group identity but they also assume a common
broader Balinese identity. The former is subsumed by the latter. The Balinese identity, which
also has high ethnolinguistic vitality and strong culture, can in a way shield the Aga identity
from negative impacts of socio-cultural changes in modern multilingual Indonesia.

village can be maintained. Such demographic make-up would be positive to the survival of i

CONCLUSION

This paper has discussed Sembiran socio-cultural dynamics and ethnolinguistic vitality of
Sembiran Balinese. Our preliminary research findings reveal that Sembiran Balinese has
relatively strong linguistic vitality even though the speech community itself is a minority group
in Bali. The evidence comes from the speakers’ positive language attitude and related socio-
cultural profiles of language use in certain core domains (e.g., in domestic and public in-group
communication) known in the literature to be fundamentally important for language

major languages, Dataran (Lowland) Balinese and Ind
development and economic reasons, the contact appears to have no significant impact on the
ethnolinguistic vitality of Sembiran Balinese. This conclusion is supported by our subjective
vitality analysis on the basis of preliminary questionnaire data and interview.

maintenance. While Sembiran Balinese nowadays has undergone intense contact with two other i

[x  English (US)

Heading2 | | Heading3

Microsoft Office User
Formatted: Font:Italic

Microsoft Office User
Formatted: Font:Italic

Microsoft Office User
Formatted: Font:Italic

Microsoft Office User
Formatted: Font:Italic

Microsoft Office User
Formatted: Font:Italic

AaBbCcDdE  AaBbCcDc  AaBbCcDdEe  AaBbCeDdl

Heading 2 Heading 3

Microsoft Office User
Deleted: .

Microsoft Office User
Formatted: Font:ltalic

&

Heading 4

Heading 4

Title

Title

AaBbCcDE(  AaBbCeDc AaBbCcDdEe AaBbCeDd! | AaBbCcDdEe AaBb( N 0

Styles
Pane

e AaBbC , [@
Styles



